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An Islamist Power Grab Derails Democracy in Turkey. . . ... .. «+««...Kerem Oktem
Lcoup has only accelerated President Erdogan’s consolidation of power, giving him a pretext to
cash massive purges that aim to silence opposition and reshape society.

The Origins and Consequences of US Nonintervention in Syria . . . .. . . . Faysal Itani
Barack Obamas disdain for the foreign-policy establishment’s “playbook” kept him from taking aggres-

sive action in Syria, allowing a humanitarian disaster to spiral unchecked.
Why ‘Artificiality’ Fails to Explain Iraq’sWoes . ................. . . Fanar Haddad

['he persistent notion that arbitrary colonial-era borders threw together peoples who can never coex-
Ist1s not just bad history—it obscures the real problems of institutions deformed by an authoritarian
legacy.

Labor’s Role in the Arab Uprisings and Beyond . . ...............Ian M. Hartshor

Unions in the region have long been tightly controlled by the state. But workers were instrumental in
the 2011 revolts, especially in Tunisia and Egypt. Third in a series on labor relations around the world.

Can the Saudi Economy Be Reformed?.........................KarenE. Young

With oil prices down, a young prince has launched an attempt to create a more dynamic economy. The
plan calls for radically revising a ruling bargain that has left citizens dependent on government largesse.
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Is Israeli Democracy in Danger? ........... ceectsesinacecassss. Dov Waxman

Demographic shifts have contributed to an illiberal trend also fueled by five decades of occupation and
settlement of Palestinian lands. The new right-wing majority is trying to stifle dissenting voices.
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Islamists and Liberal Values in the Middle East......................Ewan Stein

A new book’s argument that Islam is exceptional, with an inbuilt resistance to democracy, sounds to our
reviewer like an echo of an earlier era’s Orientalist assumptions.
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