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special report, the Microsoft founder and philanthropist curates data and insights
from leaders in many fields to show the upside of what’s ahead
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For the Record
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‘DO NOT EXTINGUISH THE
HOPE IN THEIR HEARTS!

Amount of money, in POPE FRANCIS, calling on world leaders to do more to help refugees in his New Year's address
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HASSAN ROUHANI, Iranian President, speaking to lawmakers amid violent anti-
government protests that erupted on Dec. 28 and left more than 20 dead
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‘SO FAR THE NEW PROTESTS HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY SMALL, BUT THEY HAVE GROWN IN NUMBER.

Demonstrators took to the streets of Tehran on Dec. 30 to protest high living costs

P WORLD

The Iran
protests
expose a deep
fault line in
the Islamic
Republic

By Karl Vick

HISTORY IS LITTERED WITH THE
charred remains of fires lit for a discreet
purpose, only to burn out of control.
One may be immolating Iran now.

In the country’s 2017 presidential
election, conservatives calculated
that the best way to unseat moderate
Hassan Rouhani was to point out to
Iranians how poor they were. The idea
was to sandbag Rouhani for failing to
deliver the windfall that was expected
when economic sanctions ended
with the suspension of Iran’s nuclear
program, a deal the President had
championed for four years.

It turned out that Iranians measure
their suffering in decades. In Iran,
all hard times have their roots in
a dysfunctional economy that has
been in place since the 1979 Islamic
revolution. The system benefits the

country’s clerical elite and leaves
ordinary people seething with the
bitterness that has been pouring into
the streets since Dec. 28.

The very first demonstration, in the
northeastern shrine city of Mashhad,
may have been arranged by hard-
liners intent on punishing Rouhani
in his (handily won) second term.

But subsequent uprisings appeared
to spread organically, encouraged by
social media and a feeling of nothing
left to lose. “What we are seeing now is
the result of a sort of distrust between
the state and the people,” says Amir
Mohebbian, a conservative political
analyst in Tehran. “Politicians and
statesmen, instead of trying to solve
the problems of the populaces, are
continually busy aggrandizing issues
and blaming the other side for it.”
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