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Asia

Europe

® China has
created a new
environmental
agency, the
Ministry of
Ecology and
Environment.

Beijing enjoyed its cleanest winter air
in years as China worked to reduce its
carbon dioxide intensity by 18 percent
before 2020.

® A favoritism scandal threatens

to derail Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe's agenda. After a
government probe found that officials
deleted references to Abe's wife in

a land deal critics called too good to
be fair, Abe addressed parliament to
deny ordering the alterations.

@ The Philippines said

it would withdraw from
the International Criminal
Court a few weeks after
the judicial body began an
inquiry into the country’s
war on drugs. Earlier this

' month, President
* Rodrigo Duterte ‘
ordered police

not to cooperate with
United Nations officials
investigating human
rights violations.

® Blackstone Group
raised a record

for a fund to invest in Asian
real estate. The amount

is close to the combined
$7.5 billion raised by 28
other Asia-focused funds
through all of 2017. > 34

® Coincheck, a Japanese
platform for trading
cryptocurrency, paid out

$435m

to customers whose assets
were stolen in a Jan. 26
cyberattack. The sum
values the currency that
was taken at more than

its current level but less
than it was worth when the
company was hacked.

® Homelessness in
Australia surged 14 percent
from 2011 to 2016,
according to new census
figures. The data come as
the country debates a cap
on immigration, which has
also been soaring.

®"If we send
someone
off tojump
Into ablack
hole, neither
he nor his
constituent
atoms will
come back,
but his mass
energy will
come back.
Maybe that
applies to
the whole
universe.”

Physicist Stephen Hawking died on
March 14 at age 76, more than half a
century after being diagnosed with
the degenerative muscular disease
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. He was
expected to live only a few years.
Instead, he made groundbreaking
discoveries applying guantum
mechanies to black holes.

@ The UK''s budget

watchdog finally put a price |

on the Brexit divorce:

$52b

That's about equal to the
GDP of Croatia.

® Turkey approved
sweeping changes to
electoral laws. Notably,
the reforms relax a
requirement that political
parties secure at least
10 percent of the national
vote before entering
parliament, potentially
allowing in members of
extremist groups that
support President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

® Volkswagen
said it's secured

Y $25 billion in

electric-car

| batteries, ramping
| Up pressure

on Tesla.

The German automaker pledged to
have 16 factories cranking out electric
vehicles by 2022.

|
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