China sues for peace in the trade war

The The failure of Britain's chumocracy

Mexico’s surprisingly sober budget

E C 0 n 0 mi S t Our country of the year

DECEMBER 22ND 2018-JANUARY 4TH 2019

Christmas double issue

Wild swimming « Pcrlccung porcelain + Polyphony + The Texas emu boom
Origami lor engineers « .~ The boy with no cerebellum = Zipping up the world
[nside Putin’s Russia + Bright cconomists # Norw cgian heroes # Gleaning
An essay on identity - Lady Murasaki + Quiz + and much more...

_
\af-h\:\‘;:“
(L
7o {2 b
;a}f}_/;‘/l Y, s
- 'A‘ 1
SiaW \

.I\u;tlalla ...... e AS 14{INC.GST) Hnng ], A — HKS110  KOrea oo Won14,500 New Zealand .....ccaee NZS18.00 511 L2NK2 oicocsssssssnminsisin . Rs1,400

b TKE50 450 Hala!psia Ry T RM36.00 Pak stan Rs850 Taiwan NTS330

Camhod | TR USHO 00 i Rp110,000 ¥ US310.00  Philig Pesos525  Thailand oo .. Baht360

0"'71486"02674 "7 MB35 lap:n ¥1,4444Tax  Nepal NRB50  SiNgapore......5$16.00(nC.GST)  Vietnam ..............US§10.00



Contents

Christmas specials
21 Porcelain appreciated
25 Queens, NY
Origami for engineers
The new patronage
Norwegian heroes
Politics and polyphony

B8eb

55 Essay: Establishing
identity

61 Inside Putin’s Russia

65 Gleaning, ancientand
modern

68 175 years of reporting
people

70 The world zipped up

72 Our Christmas quiz

95 The best young
€conomists

99 Multisensory
architecture

101 The boy with no
cerebellum

105 The Texas emu bubble |
107 Lady Murasaki redux |
109 Wild swimming

The world this year

7 A round-up of the year’s
political and business
news

Leaders
11 Looking back
The uses of nostalgia
12 Industrial policy
Big mistake
12 China and America
Military mix-ups
14 Identity
Les stats, c'est moi

16 Country of the vear
Ovation nation

Letters

17 On Brexit, Singapore,
Ayn Rand, the lingerie
market, novelty socks

O

Bartleby An elf and safety
nightmare, page 88

The Economist December 22nd 2018 [

Asia
43 Sri Lankan politics
44 Mongolians in Priuses
46 Japan’s wartime abuses

46 Banyan Press freedom
in Pakistan

China
47 Sino-US military contacts
48 Chinese words of the year

United States
49 The shape of cities
50 A blow to Obamacare

51 Black churches in
Washington, DC

52 Lexington Joe Biden

The Americas

53 Mexico’s fiscally
restrained populist

54 Chinaand Canada

Middle East & Africa
73 Reform in Saudi Arabia
74 Old crimes in Tunisia
76 The coup-prone Comoros
76 Nigeria bans UNICEF

»» Contents continues overleaf



